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PUdaily, Shanghai-As an oligopoly industry, high profits of MDI are one of its
 hallmarks. But, how profitable are there? According to the tracking of raw material
 and products price, PUdaily analyze the result as follows: The product price is
 mainly based on the MDI market price in East China in 2018. Including the
 monthly average price of pure MDI and polymeric MDI, take two price contribution
 ratios to calculate the average price of the MDI market in 2018. Costs mainly
 include the cost of raw materials, labor costs and energy consumption. The raw
 material cost is calculated based on the consumption of raw material and the
 average monthly price of raw materials in 2018. Among them, the cost of raw
 material accounts for about 65% of total cost...More

News Focus

Polyurethane Market

In 2018, China produced over 30.3 million tons of propylene, imported 2.75 million tons and exported a very small
 amount. Thus, domestic consumption amounted to about 33 million tons. Presently, the biggest downstream consumer
 of propylene is still polypropylene, which accounts for more than 70% of the total consumption. PO has overtaken
 acrylonitrile as the second biggest downstream consumer of propylene, which accounts for about 6.8% of the total
 consumption. In 2018, the price of propylene fluctuated violently, with price rising and falling especially sharply in the
 third and fourth quarters. Directly impacted by international oil prices, supply and demand ...More

PUdaily, Shanghai- The price trend of various domestic polyethers polyols in 2018 basically followed the price trend of
 PO. The price of polyether polyols increased accordingly when the price of PO increases. When the price of PO dropped,
 the price of polyether decreased. But, the trend of polyether also appeared to a phenomenon of forcing PO price. At the
 end of 2017, downstream clients made a purchase based on their strong rigid demands. Affected by the manufacturer
 to support the market, downstream showed a strong atmosphere to stock up ...More

Company Dynamic

Martin Brudermüller, chairman of the board of executive directors, BASF SE, and Lin Shaochun, vice governor of
 Guangdong Province, signed a Framework Agreement in Ludwigshafen setting out further details of BASF’s plan to
 establish a new smart Verbund site in Guangdong, China. Following the signing of the Memorandum of Understanding
 in July 2018, BASF selected the city of Zhanjiang as the location for its second Verbund site in China. “By 2030, China’s
 share of the global chemical production will increase to nearly 50 percent...More

Huntsman Textile Effects and The Chemours Company FC, LLC (‘Chemours’) have agreed to expand their long-term
 alliance in the area of durable water repellence (DWR). By combining the strengths of both companies in innovation,
 technical support and marketing, the expanded co-operation unlocks the full potential of the alliance to develop and
 deliver new, sustainable DWR solutions and chemistry. This historical alliance that was established in the early 1990s
 has been at the forefront of delivering state-of-the-art solutions to the textile industry...More

At CES 2019 – the global stage for the latest consumer product technologies from January 8-11 in Las Vegas – Covestro
 will demonstrate how, as a materials innovation partner, it helps bring next-gen technologies to market. The company
 with its booth at Eureka Park, Sands, Hall G, booth no. 52934, is believed to be the only materials supplier exhibiting
 at CES 2019. Covestro is highlighting applications utilizing its polycarbonates and ...More

Clariant has been seeking support from the Deutsche Bank to find a suitable buyer for its pigments business, reported
 Reuters citing unnamed sources. The business is estimated to value nearly $821m. Clariant is expected to send
 information packages on the sale by the end of this quarter, the news agency added. In the last few years, the
 pigments industry was subjected to intense competition with Asian firms representing a large ...More

Industry Glance

Registration is open for the 2019 CoatingsTech Conference, which will be held April 8-10, 2019 at the Westin Cleveland
 Downtown Hotel in Cleveland, Ohio. In accordance with the theme of the conference – “Making Sustainability Ideas
 Happen: Coatings for the Future” – the multi-track forum offers industry experts a platform for sharing new research
 and will include advanced short courses. Register by Feb. 8 to take advantage of early bird rates! Conference Keynoter
 Dr. Klaas Kruithof, chief technology officer of AkzoNobel Paints & Coatings, will deliver the keynote address...More

For the first time in its five-year history, Axalta's Automotive Color of the Year is showcasing a color primed for vehicle
 customization both at manufacturing facilities and in the aftermarket. Sahara, a golden bronze tone, radiates warmth,
 richness and strength for vehicles of all sizes – especially the expanding global truck and SUV markets – and can serve
 as the principal color for two-tone possibilities including black roofs. "At Axalta, we are seeing car designers leaning
 toward options for two-toning...More

Solving the global problem of plastic waste in oceans will require “new thinking, new partners, and open collaboration,”
 and the best, long-term solution will be a supply chain that values plastic waste as a feedstock, according to Jim
 Fitterling, CEO of Dow Chemical. In an article ahead of the World Economic Forum, which will run 22-25 January in
 Davos, Switzerland, Fitterling calls on all members of the supply chain to address the issue. “We must do a better job
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